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MONITORING EU AGRI-FOOD TRADE:  

DEVELOPMENTS JANUARY-APRIL 2021 

 

JANUARY - APRIL 2021: VALUE OF EU27 AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS SURPASSES THE 

VALUE IN JANUARY-APRIL 2020 

During the period from January to April 2021, EU27 agri-food trade (exports plus 
imports) reached a value of €103.4 billion; i.e. 1.1% less than in January-April 

2020. EU27 exports increased by 1.7% compared to the same period in 2020, 
reaching €63 billion. EU27 imports attained €40.3 billion, 5.1% less than in the 

first four months of 2020. Looking at monthly performances, the value for EU27 
exports in April 2021 were 7.7% lower than March 2021, but also 9.8% higher 
than April 2020. EU imports in value also were 2.5% lower in April 2021 compared 

to March 2021, but 3.7% higher than the value observed in April 2020.   
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EU27 EXPORTS: INCREASING EXPORTS TO CHINA 

AND US, DOWNWARD TREND IN EXPORTS TO UK 

On a year over year basis, for the period January-
April 2021, EU27 export values fell most to the 

United Kingdom (-€806 m, -6%), when compared 
with the same period in 2020. However, EU27 

exports in value to the UK in April 2021 were 8.5% 
higher than in April 2020. Significant decreases in 
EU27 exports value for the first four months of the 

year mainly affected cigars and cigarettes (-€126 
m), pig meat (-€121 m), and preparations of 
vegetables, fruits or nuts (-€106 m). However, 

significant increase in EU27 export values were 
observed for bulbs, roots and live plants (+€164 

m), wines (+139 m), cut flowers and plants 
(+€126 m).  

Other destinations, for which the value of EU27 

agri-food exports fell most since January 2021 
compared to the first four months of 2020, 

included Saudi Arabia (-€189 m, -13%, primarily 
driven by lower exports of wheat and malt-based 
products), South Africa (-€137 m, -22%,             

wheat), Japan (-€129 m, -5.4%, pig meat and to a 
lesser extent, wine) and Egypt (-€95 m, -13%, 

wheat and maize).  

For the period January-April 2021, the highest 
increases in the EU27 export values were recorded 

for China (+€912 m, +16%). This continued to be 
primarily driven by an increase in the EU exports  in 

value of pig meat (+€337 m), coarse grains 
(+€217 m) and rapeseed and sunflower oils 
(+€157 m).  

For the same period, the EU27 export values to the 
United States have increased by 7.1% (+€488 m) 

compared to the same period in 2020. Increases in 
values for exports compared to the first four 
months of 2020 include spirits (+€185 m), wine 

(+€136 m) but also olive oil (+€ 45 m) and 
chocolate and confectionery (+€41 m). Dec reases 

are however observable for water and soft drinks 
(-€84 m) and beer (-€53 m). 

Comparing EU exports in value from January to 

April 2021 to the same period in 2020, 
Switzerland came third with EU exports in value 
(+€297 m, +9.7%, mainly due to exports of wine). 

Other destinations, for which the value of EU agri-
food exports increased most in the same four 

months, included Norway (+€238 m, +15.5%) 

and Chile (+€118 m, +53%). 

 

 

The main EU27 export destinations in the first  four 
months of 2021 were the United Kingdom, the 

United States, China, Switzerland and the Russian 
Federation. 51% of EU agri-food exports went to 
these five countries. 

 

EU27 EXPORTS: DECREASING EXPORTS VALUE OF 

WHEAT AND INFANT FOOD 

Looking at product categories, the biggest  decline 
in value observed in the first four months of 2021 
compared to the same period in the year before 

concerned exports of products such as wheat  
(-€1 024 m, -32%), infant food (-€432 m, -14%), 

butter (-€118 m, -22%), fresh and chilled 
vegetables (-€114 m, -5.2%) and poultry  
(-€113 m, -13%). 

On the other hand, the highest increases in export  
values in January-April 2021 compared to the same 

months in 2020 included wine (+€741 m, +18%), 
spirits and liqueurs (+€379 m, +19%), pig 
meat (+€353 m, +10.5%), rapeseed and sun-

flower oils (€307 m, +29%) bulbs, roots and live 
plants (+€261 m, +27%). 

The top EU agri-food export products in the period 
January-April 2021 included wine, pig meat, pasta 
and bakery products, chocolate and confectionary, 

and food preparations. These produc ts ac counted 
for more than 26% of EU27 total agri-food exports.  
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EU27 IMPORTS: EU IMPORTS FROM THE UNITED 

KINGDOM PLUMMETING  

During the period January-April 2021, the value of 
EU27 agri-food imports has decreased by 5.1% 

compared to the first four months of 2020. This has 
been driven by a significant fall in the value of EU 

imports from the United Kingdom (-€1 844 m,  
-37%). While generally all agri-food product 
categories reported decreasing imports from the 

UK, those with the most significant import 
reductions in value include tropical fruits, nuts and 
spices (-€97 m), pet food (-€90 m), wine, 

vermouth, cider and vinegar (-€80 m) and live 
animals (-€78 m). Monthly imports from UK in April 

2021 measured in value were 13% lower than 
March 2021, but also 18% lower than the value 
observed in April 2020. 

Other destinations, for which the value of EU27 
agri-food imports fell most since January 2021 

compared to the first four months of 2020, 
included Ukraine (-€452 m, -19%, important 
reductions of EU imports of corn and sunflower 

seed oil), Indonesia (-€238 m, -14%, driven by 
reduced value of palm oil purchases) and Viet  Nam 

(-€145 m, -19%, coffee).  

A further decrease was also observed in the EU 
imports from the United States (-€387 m,  

-10%). Reduced imports affected the majority of 
agri-food products, with tropical fruits, nuts and 

spices leading (-€369 m). On the other hand, a 
notable increase in value of EU imports was 
reported for US soybeans (+€326 m).  

 

 

On the other hand, countries for which the EU27 
import values increased the most over the first four 
months of 2021 include India (+€175 m, +20%- 

soybean oilcakes), Brazil (+€154 m, +4%, 
soybeans and soybean oilcakes), Serbia (+€146 m 

m, +35%, mainly corn), Australia (+€139 m, 
+25%), and Argentina (+€109 m, +8%).   

The top origins for EU agri-food imports in the f irst  
four months of 2021 included Brazil, United States, 
United Kingdom, Ukraine and China. These 

countries accounted for 34% of EU27 agri-food 
imports in value terms.  

EU27 IMPORTS:  FALLING IMPORTS OF TROPICAL 

FRUIT, PALM OIL, UNROASTED COFFEE AND TEA IN 

VALUE TERMS 

Looking at product categories over the first four 

months of 2021, the highest decreases in import 
values continued to be reported for tropical fruit, 
nuts and spices (-€557 m, -12%), palm and 

palm kernel oil (-€237 m, -12%), unroasted 
coffee and tea (-€217 m, -10%), coarse grains 
(-€207 m, -17%) and bovine meat (-€180 m, -

29%) 

On the other hand, the EU27 imports value 

increased most for oilcakes (+€630 m, +32%), 
soya beans (+€476 m, +27%) cut flowers and 
plants (+€70 m, +17%). 

The top EU agri-food import products in the first 
four months of 2021 included fruit (tropical and 

other than citrus), oilcakes, soybeans, unroasted 
coffee and tea. These products accounted for 
nearly 33% of EU27 agri-food imports.  

EXPANDING SURPLUS IN EU27 AGRI-FOOD TRADE 

During the period January-April 2021, the agri-food 
trade surplus’ value stood at €22.7 billion, an 

increase of 17% compared to the corresponding 
period in 2020. This net trade balance remained to 

be driven by high exports of wine, pig meat, infant  
food, chocolate and confectionary, pasta and 
pastry.  
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TABLE 1: EU27 AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES PER PARTNER COUNTRIES  

 

TABLE 2: EU27 AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – TOP 20 DESTINATIONS 
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TABLE 3: EU27 AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES PER PRODUCT CATEGORIES 

 

 

TABLE 4: EU27 AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – TOP 20 PRODUCT CATEGORIES 

 

 



EU27 Agri-Food Trade: January - April 2021 

 

6 
 

TABLE 5: EU27 AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES PER PARTNER COUNTRIES 

 

TABLE 6: EU27 AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – TOP 20 ORIGINS 
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TABLE 7: EU27 AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES PER PRODUCT CATEGORIES 

 

TABLE 8: EU27 AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – TOP 20 PRODUCT CATEGORIES 
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EU27 AGRI-FOOD TRADE BALANCE (EXPORTS – IMPORTS) BY PRODUCT CATEGORY 

 


